BRITISH  MILITARY STRENGTH
world is ringing with reports of British rearmament.
For a number of years now the chief attention of the
British government has been directed to its rearmament
programme, which is occupying the full time of the
Defence Minister, and most of the time of almost all
the other ministers as well. The fact is that Great
Britain is preparing herself for totalitarian warfare,
and with the assistance of her great financial resources
she is preparing herself in a fashion never before
paralleled in times of peace.
After the World War she disarmed very considerably,
and in doing so she was undoubtedly swayed to a
certain extent by the hope that the other heavily
armed States would finally follow her example^ but her
chief reason was a desire to save money, and in this
she was successful. British governments were guided
by the firm belief that the world would enjoy at least
15 years of peace after the World War. When Great
Britain began to rearm in 1934 therefore, she had to
rebuild much she had dismantled after the World War
and many things had to be created which had never
existed before.
When we consider the practical tasks of a British
government determined to prepare the country for its
part in a new world war, one tremendous advantage
enjoyed by Great Britain over all other countries is
immediately obvious. The other countries of Europe
must pay primary attention to the establishment of
a powerful army with modern equipment and with
sufficient trained reserves. For Great Britain, however,
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